
Bands rock 20th annual
Bridge School Benefit

“No digital cameras allowed.”
Imagine the numerous amount of expletives that

went running through my mind after I heard this state-
ment. Now imagine even more of them when I realize I
could’ve gotten it in, and had the perfect angle and
perfect view from where I sat at the Shoreline Amphi-
theater. I wanted to rip that security worker in half.
Thank God for camera phones.

But this is not about my long trek to the front of
the gate. This is about an event that has been chang-
ing lives for 20 years now; an event that has been home
to many famous and upcoming artists. And I could see
the sweat pour off of their faces.

The 20th annual Bridge School Benefit was held
on Saturday, October 21 and Sunday, October 22 at the
already mentioned Shoreline. The event is led every
year by world act Neil Young in hopes of raising funds
for the Bridge School in Mountain View, CA. The school
is home to Neil and Pegi Young’s son, along with many
other children, who are physically challenged or se-
verely speech impaired. Each year, the children get front
row seats to the event, and always leave with a smile
on their faces. But so did 22,000 other fans. With tick-
ets selling out in minutes and being auctioned at over a
thousand dollars a pair, the concert was a nine-hour
festival, lasting from 4 p.m. to 1 a.m., and, with the exception
of set changes, always kept a crowd attentive, whether they
were up and dancing or sitting and experiencing.

This year was host to the new and the old, branch-
ing out to different styles and generations of music
throughout history, all being held under acoustic set-
tings. The show started off with folk singer Devandra
Banhart, whose multi-acoustic guitar set started things
off for the day. Up next came Gillian Welch with guest
performer David Rawlings, whose country-folk roots
and powerful acoustic solos sparked an interest in many
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of the concert-goers for the up and coming star. Young
even played with them on their cover of his song
“Country Girl,” which ended their set. Up next were
indie-gone-major group Death Cab For Cutie, who
launched their performance off with “Title and Regis-
tration,” then blowing through hits such as “Crooked
Teeth” and the ever so popular “Soul Meets Body.”

Now, where else can a person find Nine Inch Nails
only man Trent Reznor following these mellow poppy
kids? At the Bridge School Benefit, of course. Reznor
had a little trouble getting together a band, consider-
ing that everything he does is electronic. The result: a
4-piece orchestra of instruments like cellos and vio-
lins, as well as ones no one has ever seen, and Reznor
on piano, plucking its strings at some points and bang-
ing on it at others. His show was the most involved
with instruments, and definitely kept people’s atten-
tion. But by the time it was over, people were ready to
bang their heads again.

And so comes on the Foo Fighters, which, to me,
was the second best performance at the event. Dave
Grohl came out solo to begin performing “Everlong,”
later secretly being joined by the rest of the band for
an exploding ending to the song. They performed other
favorites, and included a live-band set of “Skin and
Bones.” Following them was the ‘60s generation favor-
ite Brian Wilson, whose performance was continually
charged with an excellent back-up band. He included
most of his Beach Boys hits, including “Good Vibra-
tions” and “Surfin’ USA.”

The audience was too tired to stand through Pearl
Jam’s performance, which I enjoyed on a level that I
thought I wouldn’t. The Bridge School favorites per-
formed such songs as “Daughter” and “Better Man,”
and covered artists such as Tom Waits and Victoria Wil-
liams, including a duet performance with Neil Young
and Eddie Vedder on their song “Throw Your Hatred
Down.” This was the perfect set-up for my number one
pick for best performance. Who can doubt that this pick
would be Dave Matthews Band? No one, because it is.
Their energetic set began with “Loving Wings,” lead-
ing into “Grace is Gone” and “Warehouse,” which ended
in a salsa-like feel. Following these was another great
“Ants Marching,” before leading to “Cortez the Killer,”
in which Neil and the band jammed for about 20 min-
utes, and seemed to give Neil wings, considering he
was jumping around the stage.The show ended with a
performance by Neil Young and his band, and included
performances of “Human Highway” and “Harvest
Moon,” before leading into the shows closer “Rockin’
in the Free World,” which was accompanied by all the
artists that day. It was one of the few moments that
Dave Grohl and Eddie Vedder shared a microphone,
along with Dave Matthews and Chris Walla.

So, am I upset that I didn’t get to bring the camera
I took 300 miles from home? Kinda, but I’ll get over it.

Tuesday, November 7, 2006 marks the
midterm elections for many important issues
and political offices. Below are just some of
the issues students may find most important.

This year’s main competitors for the
office of govenor are our current Governor
Arnold Swarzenegger(R), and State Treasurer
Phil Angelides(D). Since the two obviously
belong to opposing political parties, they both
have different ideas and goals for California if
they win the position as governor. Both can-
didates must make their impact on this state
before votes are cast to decide who will be-
come governor for the next four years. Not
only will the next representative for our state
be elected, but a
whole set of propo-
sitions introduced
by state legislature
must be decided on
by the people to fur-
ther mold California
into the ideal state.

The first
governor running
for office is Demo-
cratic party member
Phil Angelides. He
has many ideas on
how California should be changed. If voted
into office, he will give all children the best
education that they can receive, give trans-
portation and schools a fair and reasonable
budget, as well as make California the best
place to find jobs. Phil Angelides also be-
lieves that California’s middle class need to
be strengthened. Angelides has always been
known for his support for the environment,
and if elected as governor he stands to help
fight air pollution and global warming by mak-
ing California the world leader of cleaner ve-
hicles and renewable energy. One of his last
major priorities is to help lower the cost of
prescription drugs and quality medicines.

Our current governor, Arnold
Swarzenegger, is back and running for his
second term in office. So far as governor,

Inside the Nov.
7th elections
by Travis Tomlinson

Neil Young starts off the nine-hour Bridge School Benefit
with a few solo songs for the kids.

Valley Oak  SPCA
by  Kaitlin Skeels

Teen Survival Conference
by Stephanie Phouangphet and Brittney Barrientos-Smith

Swarzenegger has created 500,000 new jobs
as well as record investments in education,
and he hopes to capitalize on this plan. As
governor, Swarzenegger would like to better
prepare children in schools so they will suc-
ceed in the future. As he has done before,
Swarzenegger would also like to further
strengthen the states economy to create more
jobs. He has always believed that families in
California need better protection, and would
like to enact more laws such as Jessica’s Law.
This law would help give police officers the
necessary tools to better protect children
against sexual predators. Just as before,
Swarzenegger would like to continue pulling

California out of
debt while not rais-
ing state taxes.

Along with
these candidates
running for the po-
sition as governor
of California, voters
will decide upon a
set of proclama-
tions placed on bal-
lots by state legis-
lature and citizens
alike. Some of the

following are those that may affect students
on this and other high school campuses.
Proposition 1D would allow California to sell
$10.4 billion on bonds to upgrade and build
more K-12 schools, public university facili-
ties and community colleges. Proposition 85
proposes that a pregnant minor (under age
18) will have to notify her parents 48 hours in
advance before getting an abortion. Proposi-
tion 88 would change the state constitution
in a way that would create a “parcel tax” of
$50 on each property for specific K-12 educa-
tion programs. This tax money would go to-
wards class size reductions, instructional ma-
terials, and school safety. Please visit
easyvoter.org for more information on all other
political candidates and propositions up for
voting later this year.

The local VOSPCA is like Child Protective Services for dogs. The Valley Oak SPCA
is a non-profit organization that serves as a shelter for cats and dogs. It helps them stay in
good homes and make sure they are treated humanely. “The VOSPCA not only offers a safe
place for stray or ‘unwanted’ animals but also offers great opportunities for people of many
ages,” said local volunteer Dillon Bird-Gilmour. “To volunteer at the SPCA can teach re-
spect for animals and give a great feeling of satisfaction for the time you have donated,”
said the volunteer coordinator, Kelly Austin. Many local people respect the VOSPCA staff
and volunteers for all the hard work they put into their programs each year.

VOSPCA’s mission as a non-profit organization is to reduce pet overpopulation
through aggressive spay/neuter programs and promote humane treatment of animals.
Basically the VOSPCA is making sure that local animals are treated humanely and that they
have a place to stay.

Statistics provided by a quarterly newsletter from the VOSPCA show that 2,920
animals were euthanized during the months of April through July of 2006. 872 animals were
rescued or adopted during that same time period. The amount of cats and dogs being
euthanized is over three times greater than that of the rescued or adopted animals. Because
people neglect to spay or neuter their cats and dogs, large numbers of animals die each
month.

To lower the number of unnecessary deaths the VOSPCA has what are called “off-
sites.” Off-sites are mobile pet adoption sites held in local parking lots. Off-sites are held on
Saturdays almost every weekend.

There are plans for a new facility and after the new facility is built there will be more
room to care for the animals. Building is very costly, but the VOSPCA is still trying with all
their might to collect funds for their new plans.

The spay/neuter clinic has recently been closed due to the loss of their only veteri-
narian, Dr. Stuart Sorenson. Sorenson had to quit because of a medical issue he believed
was caused by being required to perform too many surgeries each day. The VOSPCA has
estimated that it will take about a year to find another vet to perform the surgeries. Until they
are able to find a new vet the VOSPCA is trying to work with local vets for low cost spay/
neuter and animal treatment. The closing of the clinic has left many local pet owners
searching for low cost animal care.

“The VOSPCA is a friend to many local animals. They do their best to find every
animal a good home with a caring and loving owner. They have saved many animals lives
but still too many are being lost,” said Lacey Galicia, a student at El Diamante and a
volunteer at the VOSPCA.

The VOSPCA is located at 29016 Highway 99, Visalia California 93277 1 ½ miles north
of Caldwell (Ave. 280) on frontage road .They are open from 9:00 am to 5:00 pm Monday
through Saturday and closed on Sundays. If you are interested in adopting a pet from the
local VOSPCA you can visit them or contact them at 651-1111. To volunteer at the VOSPCA
call 651-1111 and ask for Kelly Austin, the volunteer coordinator. For additional information
visit: www.VOSPCA.org.

“Unlimited Possibilities, Embrace Diversity,” is plastered on folders, shirts and
whatever you may come in contact with in the Visalia Convention Center. For those who
are confused on this topic, the annual Teen Survival Conference was going on this past
October tenth. Designated officials from organizations like the Kaweah Delta Health Care
District to professors at the San Joaquin Valley College here in Visalia designed
workshops to present to groups of teenagers the problems that they may en-
counte r  and  ways  to  p revent  them.
Workshops included guest speakers such as Robert Urtecho, Ph. D., director of
the Biology department at COS and Assemblyman Bill Maze. The opening of
the conference started with the Assemblyman welcoming all the students to the
conference and introducing the Key Note speaker, Mr. Robert Urtecho.  Mr.
Urtecho began his speech by discussing the importance of reading.  “The most
important thing you can do is read. Read those books that you are assigned in your
English class.” He told of his regrets for not taking the time to apply himself in high
school. He described  the different phases he went through in high school and every-
thing he wanted to accomplish. He spoke next of getting on track in his life.  “By the time
I had finished my sophomore year of college, I had read over 3,000 books and was fluent
in over 4 different languages. But, because I did not read those books in high school,
college seemed much harder.”

For the students that attended this conference, it was a new experience. Nina
Garcia, Britney McFarland, Lindsay Wheeler and Melissa Cook were just a few of the students from El Diamante High School
that attended. When asked about Robert Urtecho, the speaker, they all had similar things to say. “He seemed like a nice guy;
he was really funny,” Lindsay Wheeler said. Each student seemed to like Mr. Urtecho, who spoke of his life as a child and the
struggles he went through to find himself.

The whole point of the conference was not the speaker, but the workshops provided. Each student went to two
workshops on two different subjects. Workshops about media, bullying, self-defense, nutrition, protecting future generations
and teen drama were a few of  the classes provided. It seemed that each student asked liked the workshop they attended. “The
workshops were really fun,” Melissa Cook recalled. “They hit close to home,” Nina Garcia said.

In the end, the conference came to a close and the El Diamante students boarded the bus to come home. “It was my first
time going. It was a really good turnout,” Joy Bratton, the school psychologist, said. When asked, all the students interviewed
agreed that they would go again. The Teen Survival Conference was an event that was relatable to the students who attended
and taught them values that they will be able to apply to their life.

The Teen Survival Conference
was held on on October 10,
2006. Teenagers from around
Tulare County came to attend
workshops and hear
motivational speakers.



Miners of the Month

Choir gives a great
fall performance
by Alexandra Lopez

Men’s Chorus performs their third song of the evening, “Tahiti,” along with
accompanist Sarh Pope, under the direction of Mr. John Sorber.

Lost in a memory
 A new student’s perspective of

El Diamante
by Annastasia Gallaher

Walking into El Diamante High School,
I had the feeling as though I was on a college
campus, rather then a high school. In com-
parison to my other school, El Diamante was
a LOT different. Before here, I attended Pen-
insula High School, a school of 800 students
located in the small, quiet town of Gig Harbor,
Washington.

In Washington, the campus is mainly
indoors. There are a few central buildings,
but the hallways, commons (quad area) and
other parts of the school are indoors because
of the rain that covers much of the area from
October to April. Here at El Diamante, most of
the school is outside, giving students the
option to sit outside and enjoy the sun or
find cool relief in an air conditioned building.
Other differences include schedules, times,
sports seasons, and other major things that
can seriously throw new students WAY off. I
was not expecting water polo to be a fall sport,
school to start at 8:15 p.m. and end at 3:04
p.m., or to have all six classes on Mondays.

The biggest difference between the
schools would be the people. In Washing-
ton, everyone was the same. Being “emo”
was cool, but everyone still wore the same
clothes, claiming they were “punk.” The base-
ball team making state and playing at Safeco
Field was the highlight of the school year for
everyone, including people who had noth-

ing to do with the actual baseball team. “An-
gels and Airwaves” were listened to by ev-
eryone; including half of the teachers, and
traveling guitarists roamed the halls as part
of the guitar classes. You could find students
doing every kind of art, including stained
glass, ceramics, and everything in between.
There was no such thing as marching band,
and colorguard was practically unheard of.
Kids were a little more stuck up, a little more
aware of their social status. Living on the golf
course, “Canterwood,” meant that your par-
ents were rich; therefore you were popular.
Everyone shopped at the same stores, and if
you did not, you were the subject of ridicule
from both staff and students. No one was
allowed off campus for lunch, and we had
block days everyday.

Here at El Diamante, I feel that people
are a little more accepting. Maybe it’s the fact
that most students’ parents do not own coun-
try clubs, or that everyone’s social status is
not such an issue. Maybe it is just because
there are more students at El Diamante.  It
seems to me that people here are so di-
verse, and more open-minded then oth-
ers. The students here have been polite,
open minded and for, the most part, down-
right friendly.  For my senior year, I know
that I would not be as happy somewhere
else as I am here at El Diamante.

Many of El Diamante’s clubs are
about certain things such as music,
animals, games, school or sports. As
for the Key Club, they focus on help-
ing out our communities become a
much better place to live. Everyone
involved gets a sense of teamwork
and being in this club sparks there
ingenuity and creativity while mak-
ing a difference. It is a really positive
environment to be in and no one feels
left out. “Key Club is a great way to
become more aware of what’s going
on in the community. It also looks
really good when you are applying
for college,” states Brynee Kitaoka,
the Key Club Treasurer. All of the 45
members are really involved in the
club, especially the officers in the
Key Club that include: Jasmeet
Chatrath (President), Rebecca Cham-
bers (Vice-President), Mary Hoang
(Secretary), Brynee Kitaoka (Trea-
surer), Whitney Vejvoda (Bulletin
Editor), Kelly Bowen and Katie
Walkowiak (Historians).

Key Club is an international
club that has different ranking divi-
sions. Tulare County is in division
18 and all the schools in VIsalia are
involved with the club. “I’m really im-
pressed with this years’ members.
They have taken on our events en-

The key to this
club is helping

thusiastically and the amount of par-
ticipation is incredible,” comments
Whitney Vejvoda the Bulletin Editor.
Key Club has two advisors, Bill Balsley
and Patrick Salazar. The Key Club has
done many community service activi-
ties and tries to be really involved. At
the Relay for Life this year, Key Club
raised about $2,000 for cancer.

Other things that the club does
to help the community is go to rallies
that they sing and dance at to raise
funds for kicking aids out of Africa,
sell raffle tickets for student loans, or-
ganize programs for HIV/AIDS, and
cleaning up the communities nation
wide. A nation wide event was held at
the Whitendale Park on October 28th

called Make a Difference Day. Club
members helped to plant flowers, trees
and other plants and cleaned up the
park. These types of events really make
the students involved in it feel good
about being a part of this club.

Benefits of joining the Key Club
include giving you opportunities for
community service hours, scholar-
ships, and the feeling that you can help
your community. All you have to do to
join is pay twelve dollars and show up
every Tuesday at lunch for a meeting
about the upcoming events. For more
information, contact one of the offic-
ers.
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Stephanie Wall, 2007
Stephanie Wall, our new Homecoming Queen, is a senior who is very involved and always

busy. Wall is involved in the Christian Club, Class of 2007, CSF, Performance Dance and Advanced
Dance, Chamber and Large Choir, just to name a few. As if she weren’t busy enough, Wall also
plays varsity tennis. Her hobbies include tennis, dance, piano and singing. Wall may be very busy
with all her involvement in school, but she still finds the time to spend with her friends and family,
watch movies and cheer on her four sisters sporting events. She has a twin sister named Deborah
Wall and two younger sisters who are also twins.  Wall is very family oriented and looks up to both

her parents as role models because they are so encouraging and supportive of everything she does. Even with her parents’ busy careers,
they still have all the time in the world for all four of the Wall sisters. After high school she plans on attending Fresno Pacific University
and majoring in Psychology to be a counselor.

Serina Hernandez, 2008
Junior Serina Hernandez is very creative, artistic and friendly. During school she is in the

AVID club and Ecology Club. Hernandez really shines with with her writing, singing, dancing,
riding dirt bikes and quads and playing guitar. Hernandez loves to write songs and is also
working on a novel to help young teenage girls through high school.  In fact, one role model she
looks up to is Opera Winfrey because she is able to help so many people. Like Winfrey,
Hernandez would like to be a well rounded woman. Hernandez is looking forward to graduating
next year and making as many friends as possible by being more sociable. Her ambitious nature
is what drives her to have so many dreams and goals for her future. After high school she wants to go to a UC school and possibly
major in Literature and Writing. Another dream she has after high school is to further her musical talents by having a vocalist work with
her so she can start a music career.

Michael Hawn, 2010
Freshmen Michael Hawn is very involved in sports, making money and getting good

grades. At school, he plays basketball for the freshmen team. He is also a member of the game
club and works out everyday after school. In his free time he exercises, visits his friends,
listens to music and skateboards. When he is not playing sports or working out, he is mowing
yards for $200 a month. After high school he is thinking about finding a career by joining the
Navy. The one person that Michael looks up to the most is his grandpa because he is a hard
worker and never gets off track on anything.

Jeremiah Cortez, 2009
Jeremiah Cortez is a sophomore who loves to play sports. In school he plays junior varsity

football and basketball. Cortez always tries to do his best in sports while keeping up his grades.
In Cortez’ free time, he likes to hang out with friends, play basketball and ride his bike. When he’s
not playing sports at school or home, Cortez is traveling around California to play in tournaments
and visiting his family. Although he does not know exactly what he wants to do after high school
he does want to attend a college. His role model is Kobe Bryant because he is a great basketball
player and he aspires to be just like him in sports.

Katie Walkowiak, Brittani Marquez and Whitney Vejvoda worked really hard
on Make A Difference Day for the Key Club.

On Wednesday, October 11,
2006, the El Diamante choirs per-
formed at the L.J. Williams The-
ater for the fall concert. Each choir
presented different melodies and
songs, each with their own dis-
tinct style. Along with musical
features, the show had a little
comedy added to it. The
choir president,  senior
Natalie Gonzalez and vice-
president, senior Maggie
Boles kept the audience en-
tertained during the short
in termiss ions  between
choirs. In addition there
were solo performances to
keep the audience’s atten-
t ion  by  David  Bloom,
Whitney Vejvoda, Kevin
Lee and Maggie Boles. All
four of these solos were
sung in a different lan-
guage.

The  Beginning
Women’s Chorus was the
firs t  choir  to perform.
Along with the popular El
Pambiche Lento, the girls
performed “Think On Me”
and “Many a New Day.” Phillip
Fierro, a junior at El Diamante
said, “I really enjoyed the entire
show, but the choir I liked the
most was the Beginning Women’s
Chorus  when they sang “El
Pambiche.” It had a catchy phrase
to it that really stuck in my head.”

The Beginning Women’s
Chorus was followed by Men’s
Chorus, who performed four
songs. The third song they per-

formed, “Tahiti,” caught the au-
dience by surprise as the choris-
ters began chanting “Tahiti” in
cave-men voices. After their per-
formance Intermediate Women’s
Choir came on stage to sing their
three songs, followed by Cham-
ber Singers. They also sang three

songs including, “God is a Rock,”
which, with its upbeat rhythm and
sound, left the audience with a
positive feeling.

The last group to go on
stage was the Advanced Miner
Choir, who also performed three
songs: Wohlauf, Ihr Gaste, If
Music Be the Food of Love and
Apamuy Shungo, in which Maggie
Boles was a featured soloist.

All five Miner choirs poured

much soul into their perfor-
mances, along with accompanist
Sara Pope who played the piano.

The choir  director,  Mr.
Sorber, is very proud of the tal-
ented musicians he conducts.
This year, the choirs are advanc-
ing even further than in years

past, and the Advanced Miner
Choir was invited to the Large
Choir festival on October 12, 2006.
The Chamber Singers were invited
to the Fresno State University
Chamber Singer festival on Octo-
ber 25, 2006. They received supe-
rior ratings from both judges at
the event. Another opportunity to
hear the harmonious musicality of
these talented students is at the Win-
ter Concert, held December 1, 2006.



Marching band, color guard takes it home

Friday, September 1, 2006 celebrated our first home football game of
the season. With the start of football brings the opportunity to see the
band’s performance of this year’s field show during halftime. Though home
games have come to an end, the field show is still being performed at
competitions. The show features music from “Quidam” of Cirque du Soleil
and is really exciting to watch. They did exceptionally well during their
performances of the season, even with presenting their field show a month
earlier than last year. After two weeks of band camp over the summer, and
many practices and rehearsals, their hard work paid off for the band.  With
his fifth year of playing the drums, Angelo Soriano, junior, is “looking
forward to performing and going to competitions because it is high-level

by Candice Gullord

The Marching Miners perform their award winning show “Quidam” from
Cirque du Soleil during half-time at the football game on October 20, 2006.

Kate Bourne, junior, presents her
violin solo at the football game.

Garces Memorial Band Review
October 28, 2006
       Grand Field Sweepstakes
       Music Sweepstakes

On October 21, 2006, the Marching
Miners competed in the Visalia Band
Review and The Fresno State Sierra
Cup Classic.

Visalia Band Review 
       Parade 1st Place
       Parade Music Sweepstakes
       Street Percussion 3rd Place
       1st Place Field Auxiliary
       1st Place Field Percussion
       Field Sweepstakes
       Field Music Sweepstakes
       Showmanship Sweepstakes
       GRAND Sweepstakes
 
 Sierra Cup Classic
       1st Place Division 4A
       1st Place Auxiliary
        High General Effect Division 4A
       High Music Division 4A

The next competition is on Saturday,
November 4 at Folsom Field.

and entertaining.”  Many of the goals for this year have been reached by
the hard working efforts of all involved.  Soriano adds: “I plan to stay in
band so I can improve, then later on be able to perform in “BLAST!,” a
Broadway musical that features advanced musicians.”

Color guard has also progressed into a great team. Tammy Speed,
junior, has been involved in color guard for three years. She states, “Our
color guard team has improved a lot since last year and I’m proud to be a
part of it.” The costumes fit the French circus theme, consisting of three
layers of yellow, purple and orange. Their costumes stand out from the
field, actually giving the audience a visual of a circus. Many have been
impressed by the success o f  the
band and the color guard th is  year.
“All the positive feedback has given
us the motivation to  do bet ter  and
bet ter, ”  says Speed. Going to the
game and seeing the show is a great
way to  spend a Friday night, hav-
ing fun and sup- porting our school
and s tudents  a t the same time.

On Saturday, October 7, the band
competed in their first Western Band
Association Com- petition. With their
cont inuous suc- cess, it is no sur-
pr ise that  they brought  home a
first place title. The color  guard d id
very well and also received first place.
In  add i t ion,  the band received high
v isua l  and h igh general  ef fect  in
their division after such a great performance. For those who have missed
the field show this year, there is a possibility of another performance at a
home playoff game. If you are not able to see the show, look forward to the
great things the band will continue to do for next year.

Marching Miners
Awards Lineup

A crowning moment for homecoming queen

On October 6, the El Diamante
Miners played Lemoore for their
homecoming game. Despite their best
efforts, our El Diamante Miners were
defeated with the score 13 – 21.  The
important thing is the team tried their
hardest and they’ll make a comeback.
Moreover, the school has the faith in
them that they will prevail and win
their next game. Even though the team
lost, the game was an amazing event.
Mariah Luna, a junior, had this to say,
“I thought the homecoming game was
a good game, they tried their best, and

by Brittney Barrientos-Smith
it sucks that we lost but I think the team
tried their best.” The Miners received
the football many times in hopes of run-
ning a touchdown, but came up empty
handed when the opposing team,
Lemoore, would steal the ball away and
make their own touchdown.

Despite the sad beginning to the
game, the crowd’s mood was lifted when
the halftime show began. Taylor Moore,
a junior, said, “I thought that the halftime
show was amazing, the band and color
guard did an awesome job and the crown-
ing of the homecoming queen was nice.”
When the show started all five prin-
cesses were carried out on platforms by
very strong boys. They all looked lovely
in their evening dresses. As the crowd
cheered for their pick, the announcer
explained what was going to happen as
the candidates opened their boxes. It
was silent for several seconds and the
crowd erupted into screams as
Stephanie Wall was crowned the 2006
El Diamante Homecoming Queen. The
other contestants, Bree Garza, Alanna
Wynn, Faron Hines and Stephanie
Sanchez were all cheering for her as she
smiled and let last year’s Homecoming
Queen, Carly Aguilar, put the crown on
top of her head.

After the new queen was carried
off on her platform by her strong help-
ers, the color guard and band made it
out onto the field to entertain the crowd
with their show. The crowd waited pa-
tiently for the color guard to set up and
the band to get into position. The color
guard was dressed in a purple, orange,
and yellow outfit for their routines and
the band was in their signature green uni-
forms. The captain of the colorguard, Jes-
sica Chavez, said this “I think we did
pretty good out on the field. We prac-
ticed a lot, and I think it looked pretty
good out there.” Tara Hinkley, a junior,
had this to say, “I
thought the halftime
show was spectacular.
I was completely
blown away by the tal-
ent that the band and
color guard has.”  The
show was in fact amaz-
ing, the choreography
that was put into the
show along with the
music went wonder-
fully and the color
guard put a flare on the
show, with their tosses
and different props.

Above: Andy Owen rides his
stallion on Western Day.

Senior Notes
SAT & SAT II Test DatesRegistration Deadlines Late Registration
December 2, 2006  November 7, 2006 November 9, 2006
Register online: www.collegeboard.com
Fees: Reasoning Test: $41.50, Late additional $21.50, Subject Tests: $18.00 plus
$8.00-$19.00
ACT Test Date Registration Deadline Late Registration
December 9, 2006 November 3, 2006 November 16, 2006
Register online: www.act.org
Fees: Basic $29.00, Late $19.00
Application Deadlines
UC & CSU- submit application from November 1-30 for fall 2007. CSU application
sites are now available. A fee waiver process is built into the online application.
UC online application: www.ucop.edu       Fee: $60 per campus
CSU online application: www.csumentor.edu      Fee: $55 per campus
Private Colleges and Universities
Search online: www.collegeboard.com
COS Scholarships- Must submit application by November 21, 2006 for
2007-2008 school year.
Application available online only at www.cos.edu
Tulare County Association of Realtors Scholarship- Must submit application by
March 1, 2007. Application is available from Mrs. Wooten in the Student Services
Office. Applicants must have a 3.0 GPA or higher and be related to a member of the
Tulare County Association of Realtors.
Visit Mrs. Wooten Student Services office for a complete list of scholarships.
Financial Aid- Register for your PIN online by December 31, 2006  at www.PIN.ed.gov
Complete your FAFSA (Free Application for Federal Student Aid) beginning of
January 1 thru March 2, 2007 at fafsa.ed.gov to be eligible for Federal and State
Grants.
ASVAB (A career exploration assessment) will be administered on Monday,
November 13th.
 Employment- Abraham Garcia from CSET (Community Services and Employment
Training, Inc) will be on campus every Tuesday at lunch in the career center.

Halloween Hooligans

In the end, El Diamante lost
after the halftime show, but they
went out with style. The team
played so hard and tried with ev-
ery fiber in them that even if they
did lose their school screamed
for them. This football game
had everything someone would
want in a football game: drama,
suspense of not knowing if El
Diamante would win or lose, and
an entertaining halftime show
that left the crowd screaming
and cheering.

Carly Yoshida, freshman, models her
polka dot dress for Tuesday’s Costume
Day.

These lady Miners are ready for a night
of trick-or-treating dressed as Supergirl,
a correctional officer and a race car
driver.

Seniors unleash their inner rocker
by dressing up on Tuesday during
Homecoming week.

Left: Our queen, Stephanie Wall,
was crowned at the football game
on October 6, 2006.

 Seniors Kara Sybesma and
Stephanie Sanchez grudge down
and dress as guys on Halloween.


